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INTERVIEW WITH JOHN RYMAN,
CLASS OF 1942

Madonna Curtis 00:01
...and I am talking with John Ryman of the Class of 1942 at the Homecoming activities on October 9,
1982. During this bit of oral history, we will be reminiscing about the way it was in 1942. And we hope
that those who listen to this tape will enjoy hearing from persons who have volunteered to record this bit
of ISU history, and will find it interesting and informative. Okay... I haven't done this before... Okay, Mr.
Ryman, as you think back these 40 years, what are some of the things that are foremost in your memory
of the way life was back in 1942 in the United States?
John Ryman 00:47
I suppose that coming up here today and in keeping in contact somewhat over some years, one notices
the tremendous growth in the university and for someone like me I would suspect that there's a little loss
in the personal contact.
Madonna Curtis 01:10
What do you remember about President Fairchild?
John Ryman 01:14
I remember him as being friendly. Most students, if they were coming in contact with him, rather aloof, a
big man. Very definitely, I think, interested in the welfare of the university and the student body as a
whole. I never had that close contact with him, except as he would encourage the extracurricular activities
around the university, and I had a part in the athletic program.
Madonna Curtis 01:56
You don't remember any interesting anecdotes about him or anything like that?
John Ryman 02:01
No, except that the comparing the attitudes today with those of 1942. I imagined him as a kind of an
authoritarian figure.
Madonna Curtis 02:18
Who were some of the professors at the university and the university administrative officials that you
remember for any special reason?
John Ryman 02:26
Well, I remember several of them for very special reasons, I suppose. And starting with Dean Schroeder,
who was, had been a fixture around the university for years, even before I came and for whom Schroeder
Hall is named. I remember Dr. Decker, Director of Secondary Education. Dr. Carrington who was in
charge of the Placement Bureau. Those were people in administrative positions. And I had very close
contact for all four years with Dean Linkins, because I worked at Smith Hall and Smith Hall in those days,
it was sort of his baby. And so we were extremely close in the classroom. And then people like Dr.
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Kinneman, Dr. Browne, Dr. Tasher and Dr. Marshall. And we, I considered all of them, good friends. And
I have kept in contact with at least two of those over the years about the Dr. Kinneman and Dr. Browne
are still living. I don't know about the others. And then in a general sort of way, Dr. Houston and then the
athletic coaches, Coach Hancock, Coach Cogdal in particular, I was very close to both of them, kept in
contact with them over the years and until their death.
Madonna Curtis 04:17
But you remember quite a few professors and stuff that the buildings some of the buildings are now the
some of the the biggies. Students today talk about the difference, how difficult it is to complete their
education. How would you compare it with the way it was when you were here? Was it very difficult for
you to complete your education or did you have any difficulties?
John Ryman 04:49
Well, that's a difficult question.
Madonna Curtis 04:51
Or did any of your friends have any, complain about anything?
John Ryman 04:54
The thing that I remember, and if you just think of, we talked about the economy today. We were right in
the midst of what people referred to as the Great Depression. And we were just coming out of it. Maybe
in our day, we thought we were already out of it and didn't know it. But in thinking about this occasion,
I'm... the peacetime draft in 1940. I don't know that that had a terrific impact as I look through my
yearbooks. I do know that the young man of the period, perhaps took a good paying job at a place like
Chanute. You had the military buildup, many of us didn't, most of us didn't realize what was taking place.
If I looked at the yearbook of 1942, its kinda strange to me now that not too many people refer to the fact
that we were already in the war. And yet, five or six days after I graduated, I was in New York as part of
the military.
Madonna Curtis 06:16
Okay, what services were there on campus to the students? Health services, and counseling services,
placement services, so forth?
John Ryman 06:29
Well, we at a university health service. There was a doctor available, I think most of the acute illnesses,
I'm sure that would have been [improved?] in a local hospital, but one could go by the doctor's office. I
think it was even in what we referred to as Cook Hall, I'm not sure of that, I'm not really sure that, I think
that was the location. But it's kind of a minor point, because student body was very small. And there was
never taught that much matter. The counseling, I think was done by the university professors. We never
thought about counseling service as such, I'm sure.
Madonna Curtis 07:27
Okay, I forgot to ask you what kind of curricular activities did you guys indulge in, if any?
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John Ryman 07:35
Curricular or extracurricular?
Madonna Curtis 07:37
Extracurricular.
John Ryman 07:37
Well, the athletic program was a big thing. You had the cultural events that were brought to Capen
Auditorium. You had, you always had speech and music activities. I didn't want to come on the shows,
those things that they were interested in. And the activities were available to students in those days as
just part of an activity ticket. And I think most people took advantage of them.
Madonna Curtis 08:14
At Capen Auditorium we have movies there now, did you have movies or did you have plays and stuff?
John Ryman 08:22
Yes. They had, it was an all purpose facility. And we've often talked at home about this. Movies were
available late Friday afternoon again on Saturday night, because that was a big thing. Because money
was hard to come by.
Madonna Curtis 08:40
What was the price of a movie then?
John Ryman 08:43
The movies in Capen were part of the activity ticket. So it was it was just part of the student activity fee.
If one went down to the Normal Theatre, I suppose 30 cents would get you in to most films. I don't even
remember places like that, a quarter, 30 cents, I suppose that would have gotten one in.
Madonna Curtis 09:11
What kind of movies would you see?
John Ryman 09:14
Well, so during the time that I was in school, one that stands out, of course, would have been Gone With
the Wind that was released at about that time. And then Hedy Lamarr was central at one time and Making
Ecstasy and I believe it was released sometime in that period.
Madonna Curtis 09:37
What were the prices of hamburgers or gasoline and tuition and stuff like that?
John Ryman 09:41
Most of the, this would amaze students today, but in those days when it was ISNU and putting, strictly a
teacher training institution. Tuition was probably somewhere around $75 a semester including, you had,
book rental and activity fees, which would be quite a contrast to today. If you were going into one of the
hamburger places, Steak 'n Shake would have been relatively new at that time and Steak 'n Shake had
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its origin down on Main Street where the Main Street Steak 'n Shake is right now, I suppose. Hamburgers
was probably somewhere around a dime.
Madonna Curtis 10:39
And you could get a pretty good size hamburger?
John Ryman 10:41
Oh yes, they were excellent then and they're excellent today.
Madonna Curtis 10:49
What type of dress did mostly everybody wear? I mean, what was the fad?
John Ryman 10:55
Well, I'm not, I'm not sure that it was faddish. As I remember, girls wore skirts and sweaters. Boys usually
wore slacks and sweaters. It wasn't a blue jean dress. Yes it was traditional. I don't think that you had
anything way out of line as some new line of clothes came out. People had a little money. They went way
off base. One didn't see the extremes I think that you see now.
Madonna Curtis 11:50
What type of music do you guys listen to?
John Ryman 11:52
Well that was the big band era. And that was one of the, one of the things that I distinctly remember.
Sometime shortly before I came to school here students probably with some kind of an original, organized
co-op dancers, we used to call them the Big Four Dances and you'd catch some band traveling on an off
night. And get one of the well known bands of the day that would maybe come in and play for three or
four hundred dollars or whatever the going price was then. But we usually caught them on and off night
when they were traveling across the country. And it was a means by which they met their bills and gave
Illinois State quite a show, quite an occasion for very reasonable price. As I remember, the series of
tickets, maybe cost three, four, or five dollars. I don't really remember that I remember most people or a
high percentage of the student body took advantage of it.
Madonna Curtis 13:09
So I mean, did you get to listen to big bands like Tom Dorsey?
John Ryman 13:12
Oh, yes. I don't remember that Tommy Dorsey was ever here, but a lot of the bands that were traveling,
I'd have a—if I had a little time, I could think of some of the bands that would stop by traveling. A lot of
bands would come out of Chicago on an off night. If you said Wayne King today I don't suppose most
students here would know who you were talking about.
Madonna Curtis 13:16
My parents were big fans of him. What—okay—were pretty much the popular forms of entertainment?
Movies...
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John Ryman 14:00
And the athletic contest. People were, people were sports fans of Major League Baseball then. And pro
football was in its infancy. And when I, when I went into the service, for example, and left the country by
way of San Francisco, professional football hadn't reached the West Coast. But they have an all star
game out there made up of people that were pretty well known that were already in the military. It was
quite an occasion even then.
Madonna Curtis 14:42
What did this town back—what did the campus look like? I mean, it's pretty, you said it was pretty
expanded. What type of buildings were here then?
John Ryman 14:52
Well, first over in the quadrangle area Old Main was very definitely the center of the campus. You had
what we called Metcalf though then I don't know what it's called now. But you had the building which
Capen Auditoriums located, the Old Castle, Fell Hall, McCormick Gym. That was pretty much it, you had
North Hall, which will be down across the street. Where the big library is now, that was the edge of the
campus. All the way out back of what you take in the parking area back of this building now, residences
and a lot of people kept, in fact most people kept students in their homes in those areas. Here in the
man's residence it was Smith Hall and that would only take care of about 40 students and I don't know
what the arrangement was with the University of then, but it is kind of semi private. Smith Hall is located
over where Hamilton-Whitten, and I think now right now. You see, that was off campus. And so it's pretty
much in the center of things now and that'll do it. About the only thing west would be, west of Main Street
would have been the University Farm and the University Farm began, I think, in the area where University
High School is now. So there was nothing south of the tracks. Nothing east of what's the present
Administration Building. We still had a—you still had a junior high school right across the street.
Madonna Curtis 16:53
Well, what about the use of tobacco and alcoholic beverages?
John Ryman 16:58
It was, it was forbidden. One went off of the campus, one went off the main campus to smoke. And it was
written in the student handbook that partaking in a beer would have been reason for dismissal. In fact,
my freshman year, we had probably a dozen students that were real leaders on athletic teams and
student government and as lead organizations like that, that were suspended from school. During what
would have been their senior year for just going out to one of the better known spots after one of the
dances that I mentioned.
Madonna Curtis 17:57
What was Homecoming like at Illinois State?
John Ryman 18:03
Organizations sponsored floats there were a lot of individual entries. In those days for some reason or
other. I don't know if it went back to the beginning of the depression. The homecoming parade used to
have a hobo theme and individuals entered and a lot of organizations connected with the curriculum like
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social science clubs or the honorary societies or things like that. [inaudible] was in the homecoming
parade and homecoming was quite a thing.
Madonna Curtis 18:48
Did you have homecoming dance?
John Ryman 18:51
Yes.
Madonna Curtis 18:51
Or any queen?
John Ryman 18:53
All, the homecoming queen is selected in an all school election and there was quite a rivalry for that as
groups, sponsored and backed candidates. The homecoming dance on Saturday night is a major part of
the weekend.
Madonna Curtis 19:22
I'm going to ask you, like, I asked you before about the fads. Did you have anything, like, you guys can—
fads like swallowing goldfish or anything like, you know, we had the streaking. Did you have anything?
John Ryman 19:39
I don't remember anything like that that really caught on here, but it it was it was sort of that era where
maybe Normal wasn't ready for it at the time. But that was the era my in my years in school and would
have been the era for that sort of thing, particularly my freshman year, 19—the fall of '38. And so the late
30s would have been a time for that sort of thing. Change takes place, and one doesn't realize it. And I
think the war in Europe after 19—, after the fall of '40, probably tempered thinking a little bit, and then
Pearl Harbor. And once we reach the fall of 1942, I think attitudes changed considerably.
Madonna Curtis 20:45
So, what was then the most important event, national event, that happened?
John Ryman 21:05
In retrospect, one would have to say now, the Peacetime Draft in the fall of '40. We didn't realize it at the
time, but it would, it would have to rank was one of the one of the events, the movement toward the war.
Pearl Harbor would certainly have to rank as one of the turning points in history as far as our country's
concerned.
Madonna Curtis 21:40
What was the most humorous thing that happened while you are here as a student to you or any of your
friends?
John Ryman 21:49
Well the funny things that happened were rather spontaneous. And I'm not sure that anything stands out
that. The bowl stations and the boarding houses were probably big things, pranks on somebody, and
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then probably rated. None of those really stand out to me either. It's said that you don't remember days
you remember instances. And there's just hundreds of instances that I guess you'll reach my point in life
as you think about a lot of times and recall with a lot of fondness.
Madonna Curtis 22:41
Any that you do happen to remember that were the least humorous?
John Ryman 22:47
Well, I don't remember any real tragedies that are that touched me personally. I, I, I really don't recall
anything like that. But—
Madonna Curtis 23:08
Did you have like you mentioned the social—did you have any frats, fraternities or sororities?
John Ryman 23:16
No there were no fraternities or sororities and most of your, most of the activities that one would compare
to that came more in, a Department like Social Science. The honoraries that went with whatever one was
majoring in.
Madonna Curtis 23:42
What did you like most about ISNU?
John Ryman 23:48
Well in looking back at it, the friendships that were formed. Already this morning, I've seen people that I
haven't seen for 40 years. And after 30 seconds, they look awfully familiar. And so it's fun. Just with a
little quick, short exchange, seeing them in a lot of very limited basis. I really haven't been that active in
alumni activities, in spite of the fact that we're relatively close to Normal. So working, on working on a
committee to get ready for this reunion was really fun for me.
Madonna Curtis 24:36
Are there any that you didn't know about?
John Ryman 24:42
Well, after all these years, I'd have to say no, I'm sure that they're were at the time. But any
unpleasantness that I had has long been forgotten and I have a lot of pleasant memories from my days
here. I just thought it was great.
Madonna Curtis 25:08
You have any special memories or people that you really remember that?
John Ryman 25:13
Well, the people that the people that I mentioned before I, Coach Cogdal, Coach Hancock, from an
athletic point of view. And in many ways just the impact of their personality had a tremendous influence.
And what I've done since, and then I think, above everything else, I would have to say, Dean Linkins,
because he gave me a job that I thoroughly enjoyed and reaped a tremendous amount of benefit from.
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Maybe had more influence than anybody else. And then my, my subject matter professors, background
again, I just—
Madonna Curtis 26:15
Are there, as you come back, I mean, do you—how do you feel when you come back? Do you feel like
everything's changed?
John Ryman 26:26
Oh, I'm conscious of the change. I'm probably not quite as critical as I was a few years ago, because I
guess I've gone through the point where you knew you were not going to turn the clock back. And say,
well, I'm not going to say well it ought to be like it was in my day. I think in in, in many respects, having
been saddled with the job of becoming a multi purpose University. They've done very well. They went
through a period of tremendous growth. And I think that some of the problems that, that came to the
university were the result of that growth, and there's no use blaming anybody. I can't be too critical.
Madonna Curtis 27:30
Well, thank you very much.
John Ryman 27:32
It's—it's been fun. I didn't know what I would run into when I was asked to do it.
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